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| wolicitor in considerable practice
| terehire, was'charged with the mauslaughtsr of his wife
«&nd the circnmstouces under which -

| until 1867,

THE NEWENT CASE.
TRIAL OF MR. EDMONDS,

;Mr. Rdmund Edmonds, aolicitor st Newent, surren-
dered on Wednesday befors Baron Bramwell at ai'o Central
Criminal Court to tske his trial for the manalaughter of
his wife, Jane Edmonda, The case, 0a will bs remembered,
was & very extraordinary one, and it was removed to be
tried in this court owing to the excitoment which pre-
vailed in the county of Gloucester, The trial was poat.
poned from the last session. Mr. Digby Seymour, d!m(!},
Mr, Kenealey, Q.C., avd Mr, G, Griftiths conduoted the
g::ucuhon, specially retained, Mr, Huddleston, Q.0
jeasnt Parry, Mr, H. James, Q,C., Mr, G, Brown, an
?&' p':riho 2;anﬂih-. also specinlly retuined, appenred for
Before the case commenced, Mr. Huddleston
application that the prisoner might bLe allowed to u?:!;e?;
his counpsel and not &‘oh into the dook, but the application
wae nok acceded to, e prisouer then entered dock,

and he Blended not gnll:hy.
i en proceeded fo open the cass for

Mr. Digby Seymour
the progecution. ‘He said that the prisoner, who was a
at Newent, in Gloaces-

Y

the ch
farred were of a very extraordinary and:mum oﬁ::’mpt:::
Somae of the circumstances wero of a very painful churac-

serious attention, The death of the deceased took placs so
far back as the year 1357, The oase would mainly%epmd
upon tho evidence of a nieca of the deceased, KissJeanctts
Edmonds, who wa3 entively dependent on the prisoner,
and he was afraid that some mioral taint would rest upon
the character of this young lady, The learnel counsel
then proceeded to narrata the fucts, and the following evi-
dence was adduced :—

Aone Bradd ssid—I wes servant to the prisoner and his
wife in 1864 and 1860 at Newent, and remained with them
I remember Sunday, the 24th of February,

1867. On the morning of that day I saw my mis

| and she sppearsd well and cheerful, and remained ao ol

day until tho cvening, The prisoner and the decsased
went to church on the evening of the 24th, and sowme
friende visited thom in the evening, and singing was goivg
on all the eveping. It was sacred music, annppar waa
served about nine o'clock. = Misa Matthews, the sister of
the deceased, who lived in the house, wae ono of the party,
As I was going to my bedroom later at night, I saw the
decsased in the ball, and she then appeared to be quite
well and cheerful.  After I had gone to my bedroom I
heard Mr, Kdmonda's office door shut to violently, No one
but he and his wife were about ab this time, and I the heard
ty moster and mistress in high words in the break.
fast-room, and I heard the prisoner say, *' Go to
bed.” Ho appesred in a great psssion at this time, She
roplied, **X won't; you brabe you wretoh ! you went to
gos a woman in loucester Tast night.” My mistresy
mentioned the name of the woman she referred to, The
prisoner then said, *‘——your eyes, go to bed,” and I beard
gomsthing thrown st her after he kod eaid this, It sonaded

i ething heavy, and it appeared to have struck some-
| ltg‘i:: l:lml t&?en fzfen to the nd, Mrs, Edmonds
| soreamed violently after this, ran to the hall ;

| Th eared to
' thi:z gvpnl; thrown, Afterthis I heard the deceased pay

| ands open the door,
heard Mrs, Edmonds ope She was geraaming ab the | you

- - -
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| bafore the magistrate,

be in the breakfast-roem when this
. “Ob. there' desr m don’t,” I then
thres times, 0B, thers’s & Qad T looked into the

bat could 2ot ses her,
gig(le nm‘: ;?:oner then rushad upstairs, sud in about three

orfour minutes Mrs, Edmonds followed him. I went to hor
bedvoom, I heard her say,"* I am dying ; water, Jean-
petta,” I returaed to my bedrosm, and Miss Jesunetts,
the prisoner’s niece, came o me, and in consequence of
what she ssid I tovk some hot water to Mise Matthews's
room and found my mistrees lying on the bed, .aad Dr.
Smith was lusning over her, Atthis time she appeared 0
mo to be dying. This was about twenty minutes after I
had henrd something thrown at her went to Misws
Matthews's room & sacond time shortly afterwards, ond 1
then found my mistress was dead. A, clothes brush was
kept in the hall, snd I noticed on the following mormgg

| that this brush was broken, I firet mentioned what b
| taken place some months afterwards, but I did not men-

tion it sgnin natil February last, when I was examined
A this stage of the oase the prisoner, upon the applica-
tion of bl':[rt.agﬂuddlg‘ton, was permitted to leave the dock
and sit by his couns
Oroes-eyxamiaod—l told the magistrate that I had had o
qusrrel with the prigoner about some milk, It was o
quarrel and !
told the magistrate that I had had a quarrel with the
prisoner, if it conld be called a quarrel,
Mr. Huddleston—Did you tell the prisoner that you
would not be im upon ?—Yes,
Did you tell him that he was a bad man, and that bad
wonld be his end ?—1 did. He wanted to discharge mov at
& moment’s nobice for not fetching the milk.
Was it in conseqguences of that you left I don't know
it was the reason, but I gave him warning to leave,
Cross-oxamination cuntinued—When he threatened to
discharge me at & momoent's notice, I fold him that my
character was my bread, and I would not be impesed upon.
I firsk made o communication to Sergeant Roach, at Now-
ent, After I left his service I stayed with a friend a¢
Bridlington Quay until 1 was hunted to death by the pri-
sonsr’s detectives, . I knew Mrs, Matthows, the prisoner's
mother-in-law, I told her that wy mistress had died of
apoplaxy, at least it was reported eo. 1 did not ssy any-
thing to Ler about vialence, or that the decoased said,
“ Oh, that's & dear man, don's.” '
Did you tell her a deliberate lis 71 did, sir,
. Did you ever ssy anything about hearing the death-
r?(t]&le when youn wers making the gruel ia the kitchen -1
d .
I1spot Miss Matthews's badroom,where the decsmsed
died, two stories high 7—Yes, I say now that I heard the
death-rattle, .
Why, is it not 60 or 70 feet from the kitchen to the room
whare the deceassd died?—1t may be.
A model of the houss was here produced by Mr, Huddls-
ston for the purpose of showiag the distances, g

Cross-examination continned—A. person named Cassidy
was in the houso at the time, and I told her that I had
heard the death-rattls, I also told her busband. I donot
know whether those persons are here or not, Mr, and
Mrs, Bdmonds and Miss Jeannette had not been to church
on the Sunchg evening, but the visitors did go. When I
was examined befors the coroner I ssid that the prisoner
rushed up after his wife when ehe went upstairs, I have
not bzen supplied with & oopir of my deposition, but I read
it in & newspaper, and I cak it out afterwards,

Have you got it now 7——Yoes,

Have you read it over since ?—Yes, several timca I
rend it over yestarday.

What did you rwf it over for 71X read it over marely to
gee what I had said (a langh),

That you might bein the same tale and say the same
thing over agnin ?—No ; not for that,

Did you have the pafer the lest time you came hers, o
g:;nth ago?—Yee, but 1 don't think that I read it at that

e,
Did you show it to any one else ?—~Yes; I showed my
dsposition to several of my friends,

te-examined—I have subsiantially told the same story
to-day that I did to the magistrates, I bave left several
gituations because the prizoner * hunted” me and made me
uncomfortable, Mra, Matthews, the priconer's mother-
in-law, sent for me to her bedroom, plie eaid she had
heard that Mrs, Edmonda had died from violence, and
that frequent rows took place, and she wished me to tell
ber if it was the truth, and I replied I did not know. She
pressad me, and said it would be hun of poundsin m
pockst if I told the truth, I said I would not be bribed,
and she pressed e again, aud I then sai
was apoplexy.” I had promised Miss Matthows that I
would not tell, and this was the reason I did not,  Miss
Matthews ja atill living in the sams house with the
prisoner. She is his sister-in-law,

Miss Jeannette Edmonds, » young lady of rather pre-

. | possessing appearance, and scemingly about 25 years
WAS

old,
then called a8 & witaens, She said—I am the niece of
the prisoner. I first went to reside with him in 1869, I
am now 22 years old, I was entirely dependent npon him,
At the time of my nunt’s death there were living in the
house Miss Matthews and Oscar Edmonds, the prisoner
and his wife, myself, and the servanta, On the night

vious to my aunt's death I remember the party being there
tosupper. I did not partalte of supper mysell. About
seven o'clock in the evening the prisoner and the decensed
appeared to be having bigh words in the breakfast-room,
but they afterwards appeared to bs reconciled, and no-

| thing of an uopleasant noture occurred until after supper,

They bad frequently quarrelled previousiy on account of a
letter that had come to the house in o lady's handwriting,
snd my aunt always appearad to be jealous of her husband
about other ladics

Was there anything in reference to Miss Matthews §—

o,
Examination continued—I had gone to bed, and Miss
Matthews came to my room, and shortly afterwards I
heard my aunt and uncle guarrelling on t{o stuirs, and I
heard wy aunt scream, I went down-stalrs, and at first
could not see anything of them, but shortly alterwards I
sew my aunt come up-staire, She appeared very much
agitated, but I did not hear hergo into ths garden, I heard
soreams, but did not kaow where they came from, M
aunt went into AMiss Matthews'’s reom, and I followed her,
She appenred a4 this time to be vory agitated, She had a
candlesticle in hor hand, which migh:gnvs been taken by
hor from the hall ¢table, After ehe had been in the room &
few mioutes the prisomer camo in, He appeared in a
great flurry, and ho was eweariog, and threatsned to shut
up his house and Eo away, My aunt was crouching down
upon a chair at this t_imo’s and she said two or thres times,
** Jeannetts, I am dying,” The prisoner thon rushed across
the room and struck her on the side of the head, by the ear.
He strucls her with his clenched fist, and she immediately
seked mo for some water, and then sank down by the side
of the bed, I tried to undo her dress, but could not, as
she was swelling s much, I had mever noticed auch
thing in her condition before, She raised her hand to the
place where the blow had been given several times, The
prisoner went ap to her, and I thought be was going to
strike her at ficst, but he did not doso, Hs then disap-
peared from the room, and sbortly afterwards Dr, Smith
arrived, and I heard him inquire what my sunt had had
for supper. He attended to her, but was unable to do
snythiog fo recover her, and she died shortly afterwards,
I did mot sny asything {o Dr. Smith about & blow-having
‘The witness heeitated, and then merely said that she did
not do 80, and gave no explanation of her conduot,
Examination continued—I remained in my uncle’s house
until 1871, and during the intervad I told Dr, Bass Smith
&bont the blow, and he talked with Miss Matthews about

There had been intimate relations at this time between

you and Dr, Bass Smith ?=There had, )

Cross-exomined by Mr, Huddleston—I bad nover seen

the prisoner strike the decessod befors this night, My

aunt had complained before thia of pains in her head, a

X had heard Dr. Smith say it was probable that she w

dle snddenly, I never said before to-day that there had

been quarrels on account of a letter that had buen received,

My father died in 1859, and left seven children, and the

prisoner took charge of moe, and X was sent to 9c'bool, and

romained theve for four years, I don't kmow thot he

educated m% pmvidc;l for my brothers and sisters, but I
a0 entirely dependent upon him, '

b Did Dr}ySm&h astempt to seduce you before IMrs,

Edmonds's death 1—Yea,

And did he succeed afterwards ?—Yes,

— toen,
""‘}‘iﬂ;’;ﬁﬁé di?l";;x carry om an illicit intercourse with

Dr. Smith aftee 9!ant'o death ?—Witneas heaitated,
b said,  Four years,”

augr:taiﬁsa.tmi::uon oonuzned—He was obaying ia the

house st my unole's request, and he to coms into my

room., me & writing-desk, nod I told my
mx. thatith b::n given to me by o friend of his named
Docker. On another ocoasion I stopped for three days

and nights with Dr, Semitk st gn ion at Kenilworth, I

lmew that he was a married man with five children, My

ter, and the whols inquiry would demand their most d

‘to get him struck off the list of surgecus,

yet it was not & quarrel (a laugh). Xcertainly |.

*“They say it | had bes

How old were yon when he made the first attempt te | The bod

nncla thought I was visiting Mr. and Mrs, Docker, at
Brewoaod, ia Staffordshive, and T wrots him o letter ot the
time congratulating him upoy bis birthdny (a laugh). My
uncle ot length discovered that I was g on an illicit
connexion with Dr. Dass Smith, bus it was not in conse-
quence of this that Ileft bis house, I used to call Dy. Smith
Anthony, and he used to call me Cleopatrn (a laugh). My
unele dizcovered o letbor I had writtan addressed to Dr.
Smith, as *“dearsst Aunthony.” I awenr that the pri-
goner did not turn me out of the a bacausze he hnd
made this discovery, The reason he turned ma out was
that I was writing for him, and I mads o mistake, and
be struck me on the head 33d said that I was of no use to
him, and ordered me to leave his house, I wentaway on
the next day. Iswearhe did not order me to leave on
socount of his discovering my couunsxion with Smith, I
swear that I wns nover at the Boot inn, at Glonacater, or
at any inn in Glonceeter aftar I loft my nnelo’s house, I

did sand & talegrhm to Bmith, and saw bim at Ne ton
the following Saturday, and f asked bim to go to Newent
to my uncle'’s, snd get oy boxes, Dr, Smith came to ses

me a5 my wother’s, at Nowporh Ho took me to his
own houss, and I saw his wife. Y dined at his house on
the Sunday, and the next day Iand Dr. Smith went to
Gloucester, and then to Ross. Woe afterwards went to
London together, %

How long did you stay in London? Till the following

ay. .
Where did you go there’—To Dr, Smith's house, He
and his wife at this time were living in Loadon,

Thoe learned Judge—DIid your uncle get possession of
the letter you have referred to, addressed “My own
deareat Anthony ™

Witness—It was an unfinished letter. I put it in my
box, and when I went to look for it it was gone:

Mr. Boron Bramwell—Was this the first time heo dis.
covered tho natuve of the intimacy between you and Dr,
Swith ¥—~Yes,

Cross-examination continued—I subsequently went toa

‘home for fallen women, snd I wrote o letter to tho pri-

soner expresaing my.sorrow for my conduct, and ssking
for hig forgiveness,

By Mr, Baron Bramwell—-Dr, Koene, the vicar of
Newen(é cames up to London ond found me ab the house
of Dr, Smith, and he took me from thence to the home,

Cross-examination continued—~The 24th of Pebroary was
on & Sunday, and several frieads were visitiop the prisoner,
It was the custom of wy sunt to go into tho bedroom of
Miss Matthews to see her child before ahe went to bed. I
belped to arrange my sunt’s hoir after death, and I did
not notice any mark of a blow, or any blood except wha$
bad come from tho place that had been lanced by Dr,
Smith, I wrote a letter to sy mother in March after my
auat's death, in which I said that she waa going to bed as
usual and was suddanly seized with ss:pl xy, nod died in
less than an hour, and stated that she looked wo happy
after death. I also instructed Mrs, Simmons, ane of the
Em-ty who wes visiting on the 24th of Februnary ast the
ouse, to write & letter to tho samo effect to my mother,
The two letters ‘were put in and read. They were
merely to the effoct above atated,

Cross-examination continued—I was aware that m
uncle had instituted soms proesedings sgainst Dr, Smi

en I was
taken to the home Dr. X told him that Mr.
Bdmonds had killed X wife, . _— : 2 3

Dil(iik you Ay killed, or murdared ?—Well, murdered, if
2,

et Dr.
Smith removed from the list of surgeons, and he %md re-
fused to give up your boxes #~Yes,
Why was he to be' taken off the list of surgeons? Feor
seducing you ?—I suppose so,
Crosz-examination continned—Dr, Smith did not tell
me that when he wens for my boxes my uncle said that he
would ruin him, and that he would not leave him & feather
to fiy with ; but hedid eay that he wos very angry ot his
conduet to me, sud he refused to_give up my boxes,  Dr,
Smith bhad sold his practics ot Newent in 1870 ; and after
that he mto c‘rfntgrt:llut’l: bogsa of Eyﬁmole.h:%d we
wera y 1 the others in the housa ne
ko besfn Mias-hfltthowa used to lot him in, e
Then she knew all about it?—I sixfpoao ghedid (a langh),
Croas.examination continusd—Mr, Smith usad to go
away befors my uncle went to bed, and sfter he had gone
to bed he used to return to the bonse and stop with me,
Re-examined—I nover went to Weston-saper-Mare with
Dr, Smith sud my uncle nod Miss Matthews, My uncle
and Miss Matthews went away to Marlborough, and left
me with Dr, 8mith,
Mr. Huddleston eabmitted that this evidence was not
materisl. He intended to call Miss Matthews, and bis
learned friend could pat say questions to her that he

Mr. Digby Seymour eaid his objuct was to show that
there were nearer ralations batween the prisoner nnd Miss
Matthaws than mere friondship,

Mr, Huddleston submitted that this was an entively
collateral issue, He should call Miss Motthews, who
would state the suggestion was entirely falsa,

Mr, Baron Bramwell said that if he undemstood the
object of the question, it was to show that the prisoner
was sware of the connexion that existed between Dr.
Smith and the witness, ond connived at it; and that it
was nob true that he turned her out of his house when hs
discovered it. Xt appeared to him that this was really too
collateral a matter for him fo allow the question to be put,

Re-oxaminetion continued—In the Ietters that have
baen put in I only stated wha$ Miss Matthews told me te
state sbout my aunt's denth, It was wlways the way in
which she told me to say how sbe died, and the cause of
ber doath, Iawear thnt Dr. Dass Swith did notin any
way suggest what I was to state o‘?‘m tho subject of this
charge, My aunt had complsined of pains in her head
for saveral months, and she enid that she had alwaya fels
those pains ever since my uncle had struck her on a pre-
vious occagion. The cccasion referred to was about nine
months before her death, She said that he had séruck her
a4 that time, and she had felt poins in her heoad constantly
afterwards,

By the learned Judge—It was I who sent to Dr, Keen
the vicar, to talke me nway from Dr, Smith’s honse.
wos ill. I thought he mighs talke me back to my uncle’s,
and I did not want toruan the chance of beiog killed as
tny sunt had besn, and this was the reason why I told bim
‘that my uncle had killed my unt,

Miss Edmonds was re-called, and ghe stated that it was
cuntoma:ﬁ to have a clothes-brush that had a bandle to it

This waa after your uncle had endeavoured to

in tha h and on tho morning after her aunt died she
found the handle of this brusk bad boen broken off. She
bad observed that it was whole or the previous night, She
said she did not know what had become of the brush, but
a similar one was produced before the coroner,

came to fetch me on the night his wife died, and said that
she was ine fit, and p me to come to bishouse imme-
distely. I accompanied him back, and found the deceased
in Miss Matthews's bedroom, supported by Miss Matthews
and tho prisoner. She was in a sinking and insensible
state, and had her clothes on. T assisted to place her on
the bed, and did what I could for her, but sho never ral-
lied in the lems$, and died about twenty minutes
to one mnext moraing. The moment I saw the
decaased I told the prisoner that I considered it waa a
hopeless case. I joquired of Miss Matthews if there hed
been any row or violence in_the house, and she teld me
there had not been any, and at the time I formed the
opinion that the dece died of apoploxy, and gave a cer-
tx&ca:% to that ;lffeeh A blglw t}welal'. t st:u m; wgglcalmldad
to produce apoplexy, particularly i ek whils a parson
wad in o atate of aglpgﬁon or excitement. If the blow
n preceded by sny act of violencs, or a state of
torror, it would aleo be caloulated to movelerate s quir.
The deceased was s parson of o constitution moro lilkely
to give way under such a state of ciroumatances than an
ordinary person, I saw the prisoner some time after bis
wife's death, and he said to me, *‘Oh, Dr, Smith, I aw 8o
miserable—so unhazﬁy to think that I have killed m
wife through my dneas, I have murdered her throug
my unkindness, Oh, Dr. Smith, I wish I could seo my
time over again, I would behave very differently to ?z
oor wife, for ehe wes indeed & good waran,” I'repli
‘ She was indeed o good woman, and your loss is her gain,”
The prisonér then said, * I know I have besn & brute and
o villain to her,”. In the year 1808 Miss Idmends made &
communication to me respecting her aunt, and tho way in
which she came hy her death,
Cross-exami I remember being sent to ask for Miss
Jennnatte’s boxes, and the prisoner shook bis fist at me, and
refased to give thom to me. He did not call me a

scoundrel,

( Ez. guddleaton—Oh ! He did not call you & scoundrel

n laugh), .
Cross-examination continued—J did not say thab if he

did not give them to me there should be such a stir as
Nowent had never and the dend should be dug out of
their graves. I insisted upon having the things, and Mr.

Edmonds called me names, I don’s know that he called
me a villain, He might have called me a sconndrel. He
called me a good many nasaes (lsughter), I went a second
tima for the bsxes, and wero refused * gomditionally.
By the lenrned Judge—1 think the prisoner ab this time
was aware of the connexion thu existed Datween me and

¥ | Jeannette. After thie I.took Miss Edmends to my wife at

Cheltenkam, and I took her to Ross. She wanted to see
some friends at that place, I was never with hor at the
Boot at Gloucester. I was aware at this time that the
prisonsr was a-y;:g to got my nome etrack off the list of
surgeons, sad-I been served with » writ at tho suit of
.trho prino&or. I became bmgmpk nod on tbedlfhth ':E
anuary ofmm' ner to oppose me, and the in-
quiry was adjourned, - uring the interval bstweesn the
two examinations I preferred this charge azsinaé the pri-
soner. I am & Furgeon, and in 1867 I waa Living with my
wife and four children, and visited tho prisoner’s family.

Mr. Huddleston—Attended the family professienally,
p_trto:;k of his hospitality, and endesvoured to seduca his
riece
Witnesa—Yos,

How old was she pt the time you first attempted to
seduce her ?—I BAY. X

Was she more than 17 at the time you first attempted to
gednca har =1 don’t know. . 3

Did you attempt to eoduce her before her sunt’s death —
1 cannog sa:{. .

Did you s ee%thme nights with Jeannetto Edmends at
Kenilworth 7—Yea, :

And then brought her back to her uncle ?—I did,

The witness here went into s Jong rombling statement

apparently for the of exculpating bimself, the
chisf point upon which he appeared to rely in his favour
being that he had been left alone with the young lady very
Inte at night, nnd that he could not resist the temptation
;lbnt:’.ud Eeen afforded hiw in the position in which ho was
o - :
In re-examination the witness declared that he never in
any way endeavoured to influence Miss Idmonds, or dic-
tate to her the evidence that she was to give. She com-
munieated ;vflth thendcomzer;niu}nd tmle t bim $o pursue
any course of proceeding he & thi oper,

., Huddleeton mkos the ‘Emms whﬁher he did nof
stbend ot Judges' Chambers in order to opposa the
prisoner’s ball,

Witness danied that he had doune so.
: B‘}‘ did go to the Judges’ Chambers on every ocoas
sion ?—Yea,
What did you go for?—To see the attorney for the pro-
secution (a lmghgo v
Dr. Willmott, & eurgeon proctising at Pylmeston, ex-

sed an opivion that, mggoelng the blow referred to to
ve been given, it might have accelerated the apoplexy.
was very much decomposed at the time it was
ex »8nd no trace of violemee could be discovered.
Thete bad been a rumour that the arm of the deceased had
been broken, and the bones were, therefore, csrefully
examined, but the ramour turned out to be entively false,
”Ino limb m:’ broken,

0 anawer t0 & question put by the

The witnesa stated thnbt‘:if &umﬁ?ﬁ&?i@th@

:’iﬁ?&&g‘ﬁ: “l::véns Jﬁ inflicted, all the appssrances
sith-bed were en i i
the death having arisen from nmrgn ;yu::&nmlt: lllfewhlatg

Dr, Bass Smith said -1 am o surgeon by profession, but | beli

am not now in practice, I forinerly did practice nt New-| Witness—That is a matter of opinion (a langh),
ent, and was on friendly terms with the prisoner and his | Mary Measonger, cook at the prisoner's at the time of
wife, and attended them professionally, Mr. Bdmonds | the death, seid—I used to occcupy the same bedroom as

attacked, he should not have suspected anything wrong to
have happened, '

Dr. Charlton, the surgeon to the Gloncester Infi s
gave evidence of a similar character to thatbof the laat
witness, Bar s

In cross-examination, Dr, Charlton'enid that :ropl@xy
way mors Jikely to arise after eating a hearty meal, and i
the decsased bad enten anytbing on that evening tdat
disagreed with her, it was ealenlated to have produced the
symptoms of gwelling that bad been spoken to by the
witness Jeannetts Edmonds, .

This closed the case for the prosecantion, .

Mr, Huddleston made an eloguent address to the jory,
and he contended that the charge had been tramped up
by the witness, - Dr, Bass Smith, ous of revenge, aud tant
the charge was porfectly absied and inerodible,

Miss Matthews was onlled, and she stated that the de-
cansed was suddenly astacked in the night she died, and
that no violence whiatever was exercised towards ber. She
also indignantly denied that sny improper intimacy had
ever existed between the prisoner and herself. ;

The trial was hers adjourned, the defendant being
libsrated upon bail,

As the resumption of the case on Thuraday,

Osacar Bdmonds, a lad fiftenn years of age, the son of the
prizoner, was called, He sald—I remembar my mamma's
death. I waein Miss Matthews' bed, I was awake and
saw all that happened. I um quite sure my father did not
strike my mother, or use any bad langnage to her. I
remember wy mother coming into the room, She walked
in 28 9ho generally did, and a few minutes aftor ghe was in
the room my father came in, I believe that he was going
to Lcm@on on the following day, and he wished my mamman
%o go with kim to London nmf née & physician and then go
°n° t1: ::; ?nym‘zhe{‘ ) Wh(Ii was at college at Oambr{dge.

tulin, am i
was used by my father, - certain that no violepoe
1 reiaieel Lvent o budon g
Ot long belove my aunt, Misg 7
bad, and I was awake, Sl ks

ht by myaelf,
y father took gar 3‘"&?
ran o ather w

oad pat ma iu Lis own b . This wna(:dg::my pa a
had been for the dootor, I was examimed befors the
g{::"tg ‘é"t Ibd.‘d not &hi!; eny aoything about my mamma

{ ambridge, Ve never t i
ginos upon the subjeck, Al with sy Sather

Do you swenr that % Yes,

He hias never montioned the eubjeot to you ?—No, not
Re-examined—I have bsen a¢ Mar)

e-examired—I have been at Marlboro

the last five months, and before that I wn:g!: g})l:ﬁ‘n’ﬁ
wol oul‘{ at boms occasienally, I knew that I was to come
to London to be examined as & witness, My aunt told
we #0; nad it was underatood by all the family, I was
gent for to the eo)lefo to give evidence by a telegram, and
m{ father told me I was to tell all that I kuow upon the
subject, This is all the communieation I have had with
him upon the subject, snd no one has ever prompted me
as to what I was to say. i

Mrs, Avue Arch sa{d-—-My name wag formerly Causidy
—before I wos marzied. I waa (nthe servics of the pri-
soner ab the time of Mrs, Edmonds's death, and wy hus.
band was coachman. . -Anwe Bradd was under me in the
establishmen$, During all the time I was in the service
the prisoner and his wife Jived on kindly and affectionate
terms, My mistresa waa never well during the time I was
in the house. On the night of tho 24th of February, 1807,
I went to bed between ten and eloven o'clock, ne
Bradd slept in a room below me. T did not go to sleop till
I heard of my imistress’s death, and I am sure there wers
no screams aftor I wont to bed., If thers bad been an
gercoms of violenoe T must have heard them. My Led.
rogm window looked on the garden, and if there had boen
any soreama in the garden I must have heard them,
[ 'did not mee my mistress until after she was
dead, hesrd movements in the houss and I
So& u}). and I then fouud out that my mistress bad been

ead for two hours, She looked very nice indeed, S8ho

had a plansing look, and I saw no appearanco of bruises of
any kiod, never heard nnytbinni s2id sbout a blow
being inflicted ab this time, I saw Mies Jeannette on thia
night. She came te tell me her aunt was dead, but she did
not say o word about a quarrel having taken place be.
twoen her uncle and aunt, .
In cross-oxamination the witneassaid there was nocandle-
stick mlsnln% on the morning following her mistress’s
death. - She had the charge of the candlesticlks, and they
were all right in the pantry, but she noficed that one was
a little bant, She did not know how it became bent.

John Arch, hushand of the last witness, said—I was
formerly coachman to the prisoner, and left nine weels
after my mistrees died, I used todrive her out, She was
always very ailing, and she frequently ordered mwe to drive
glowly, a8 she could not bear the mofion of the carriage,
My master and mistress slwaya npgemd to live very
hspgily together, and I never heard of their guarrclling,
Until the superintendent of police came to me, I never
henrd the slightest suggestion that my mistress had died of
vivlence, I remember the brush that wasiathe hall I
wnsg im the babis of using it, and I am quite sure thet it
was not broken on the morning after my mistreas died. It
was not broken until severn! months afterwards,

The witness was croas-expmined nt length, without
material resnlt,

Mrs, Simmonds was the next witnese, She was agover-
neesin the prisoner’s family, baving entered his garvice in
1805, She gave evidenca similar-to that of previous
witnessen 03 to the kindly terms on which the prisoner and
his wife lived, She and her husband wera at the houss on
the 24th of February, 1867, and there was no quarrelling,
Mr. H. Siramonds, the hnsband of the last witness, said
—1 was in the habit of visiting the prisomer and his wife
from 1866,and I never noticed any unkindness or ill-feeling
between tilem, and they always appeared to live on affec-
tionats terms, 1 never heard the slizhteat anggoation that
Mrs, Edmonds’s denth was caused by violence until thie
charge was preferred by Dr, Bass Smith, I was prosent
nt the funeral, and very great respect was manifested for
the deceased on the oocasion by all the inkabitants,

* My, Palmer snid—I was formerly clerk to the prisoner,
and lived at Newent at the time of Mra, Edmonds’s death,
sad I congidered that thcs always lived on very friendly
ond affectionnte terms, On the day of her death I did not
hear any quarvrsl take place, I knew Miss Jeannetic
Edmonds, She never said anything to mo about the
rizoner having struck bis wife a blow on the night sho
ied. I never heard of such u thing until these procesd-
were instituted, 2
Cross-examined—I will swear tha$ I have never written
a letter to a person named Clements, stating that I could
give important evidence for the prosecution. The name of
the young lady referred to wae meaticned upon some
other occasion, but not at tho dinner on the 24th of
February.

Dr. lganealey—Sho was & very prolty young lady, I
eve ?

Mus, Arch, I remewbsr the night that Mra, Edmonds
diad, and I am quite sure there was no neise or mn.mi:s
in the honse on that night, Miss Jeannetts firstinform
ma that her aunt was dead, but she did ot ssy anythi
about violencs having been used to her. I nevor.ho:s
guch & thing from anyone until this charge was made
agoinst Mr, i’idmonds.

Mr. Ralph Edmonds said—T am the second son of the
prisoner, Previous to her death it was my mother's habit
to come to see the children befors abe went to bed, I was
in the office at the time some vy words took place
between my father and my cousin Jenanette, She and I
were writing ot the same deelr, and I hsd pushed my
writing before ber, and I was about to read what I bad
written to her, when my father came in and seid, *“I have
fonnd you out, you hussey,” and gave ber a slight slap in
the face, Hehad a letter in his hond ot the time, It
waa the letter addreseed ** My Own Dearast Antony,” and
intended for Dr. Bass Bmith, Jennnette went out of the
offica, and on the next day she borrowed some monsy of
mo to go awsy with, T was at home when Dr, Smith
come for Jeannotte's boxes, My father was very angry
and he reproached him for his conduct to Jeanvette, a
called him o scoundrel.  Dr, Smith said that so long as
ke had a feather to fly with he would have Jeannette, and
my fathor said he should not have her long, D, Smith
then said that if my father did not give up the boxes there
should be such a stir in Newent ns Newent had never
peen, and the dead should be had up out of their graves,
My father and mother alwaye lived bappily together, and
I never saw & quarrel between them,

COross-examined—1 remembered all those things when I
was exatnined before the coroner, and I answered all
queetions that wers put to me, I did not say anything
about the scene in the office because I was not any-
thiog about it, I told Mr. Cheshire, tho solicitor, all that
I koew, but I cpneot say that I mentioned every circum-
;:anoo that took plnco, I told him generally all that I

oW,

Baron Bramwell ‘remaried that it appenred to him that
the explanation given by the witnesswas really o very
reasonable one, ;

Crosz-examination continned—Dr, Bass Smith was nof
nsked to bave some refreshment upon the oecasion when
he came to demand Jeannette's boxes,

Mis= M, C. Edwonds said—I'am the sister of Jeannette
Edmonds, The prisoner haa always provided for me, and
he has brought me up since the death of my father, I was
staying at the prisoner’s house in 1867, and I can remem-
ber the clothes-brush being broken in September, 1867, I
was romping with my cousin Edmund, and that was how
the brush was broken. HEdmund onds is nmow in
Australia, My uncle and sunt lived very happily together
oll the time I was with thom, and I never heard any men-
tion of violence until this charge was preferved,

Orogs-examined—I first heard about the violence nf the
homs where Jeanuette had been placed. She told me
about it, 'She wns very anxious to leave the home, and
said she was very miserable, and that she was nearly
starved. I had tho:&l:ts o&soing into business, and pro-
poned to talce Jeannetts to nasist e, on condition that she
would give up all connexion with Dr, Swith, but I after-
wards chaoged 1wy mind,

Crosi-examined-—The lady superior at the homa told me
that Jennnetts was s very artiul, decaitful girl, but after-
wards she said that she believed she was penitent,

Re-examined—DBefore Jeannette went to the home she
had always told me that my aunt had gone ap to her bed-
room quietly and that she had fallen down in a fit of
apoplexy, and she never ssid & word about any violence
baving been used by the prisoner towards her,  The first
1 hieard of violence woy from the lady supsrior of the home,
who informed me what Jeannette had stated.

Dr. Ternple gaid—I am & physician, and it i my opinion
that apoplex mlg take place without any excitoment or
violence, and sudden death msy emeue in such n onse, 1t
:“n‘;n i%“lbh “Pﬂl: & glt:st énotr}tfm examination to discover

eronce whon the denth ori
‘“}m Aiates o ﬂi"’ bty rises from apoplexy and
n cross-examination Dr, Tomple said that any fri
or terror, or any excitement cul%uluod ttg inore’ggg &t‘,,

action of thehsart i
had menbioseanet was very likely toproduce the result ho

Tn answer to the queation put by the learned Judge, Dr.
Tomple expreased an opinion thngy a blow being at(rlg en
the head, under the ciroumatances that had been stated,
was not necessarily likely to have producsd
He subsequently, " however, somewhat modi
opinion, and said that if it were proved that a blow had
been etruck on the head, and that the party complained
immediately, and put her hand to the placs, and died
almost immodiately afterwards, he should then corbinld(y)
be inclined to think that the blow had something to
with causing the death, He added, however, that in such
o ense he should oertainly expect to find the mark caused
by the blow after the death.

Mr. Groves, a surgeon, practising at Gloucestor, proved
that he was present at the post-mortem examination of the
decensed, but could not discover any marlk of violence or
cause of death, He said that he entirely concurred in the
evidence of Dr. Tomple upon the other matters,

Mr. Huddieaton, in eumming up the ovidenct ho o
‘preduced on o 1900er, Srgu at ne
established o satisfactory suswer to the and that
the prizoner was eatitled to an a«:sumal.

learned Judge then summed up, aad the jury, after
about o quorter of an hour's dalibaration, | verdict
of NOT GUILTY. )
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been called in to attend the deceased at the time ahe was

The verdict was recoived with same applauee,
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