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THE MURDER IN DEAN FOREST. @
—-—O—

Wo (Western Daily Press) stated on Wedrcsday that the
four men, Thomas and George Cooper, Richard Roberts,
and Thomas Gwilliuin, charged with the murderof Sergeaut
Beard in Dean Forest, had been committed for trial for
murder, but that the magistrates, for somo unaccountablo
motive, had refused our reperter, in common with tho other
representatives of the press, admission to the viry, The
depositions have since been sugglied, and from these it ap-
pears that the following are the mest important parts of
the additional evidence adduced :—

William Guater.—I am a blacksmith, living at Carter's-
place, near Berrphill. On the 17th of Augast I went to
the Speccli-honse,  The prisoners came in aboat 8 o’clock.

Thomas Jarrett d(;pos —L am an iron refiver at Sinder-
ford. On the 17th of August Twas at the Speech-hounse Tun,
Thomas Gwilliam came in, My tools lay on a tabla near us,
I had aflat il smong them, used for filing metal, and I
said to Thomas Guwilliam, * This may be of use to yon to
make o chisel,” Mo thanked me, and I gave it to him,

Williarn Guest repeated the evidence ve before the
coroner, and added, as a resson why he did not first seo
Beard at tho spot where he afterwards fonud him, that
there were trees, and especially a felled one, between him
aud the place where Beard waslying, Headded—I found
the broken stick now produced  within a yard or two of
Beard. -There were pools of blood in several near
Beard, and the stick was bloody, and lay in one of them. 1
saw his staff partly out of his pocket, -

Mr, Coleman, of the Speech-house, also ted his
evidence as previously puablished, and added,~In the
courso of the morning several persons visited the spot of the
eliay. About 1 o'clock in the day the thick picca of oak
cordwood now produced was brousht to me by a man whose
name I had not koown. On the 17¢hof August there were,
and till are, many such pisces of oak cordwood of different
sizes lying about the spot.

Elizabeth Rooke, charwoman at the Speech-house, re-
peated Ler former evidenoe.

Alv. Hatton, surgzeon, described the injuries the deceased
had received, He added,—On Sunday, "Aungust 18, when I
first saw Sergreant Beard, ho complained much of his head,
andexelaimed frequently that hoshonld die.  Or the same
evening 1 attended Mr. J. F. F. Brickdale, on his visiting
Sergeant Beard. I informed Beard that he was in
ﬁmat danger, and have no donbt that ho heard and per-

ectLEnn crstood me, . His deposition was then taken by
Mr. Brickdale. I read it over to Beard in a distinet and
careful manuer, and I have no doubf that he clearly and
correctly understood the depesition,

Superintendent Taylor.—I saw Sergeant Beard about 9
o'clock on the morning of the 18th of Auzust ot the Speecl-
house. He said to oo, “This is a bad job, Sir.” He then
closed his eyes. About 7 in the evening I was present when
Mr. Brickdale and Dr, Hatton attended, ¢ made his
mark to his degosition before the magistrates in mﬁ' pre-
seace. Ho said when the pen was put into his hand he was'
too ill to write. On Monday, the 19th of August, I informed
Beard that four persons acoused by his deposition were in
custody, and that 1 was directed by Mr. Brickdale to bring
them forhim to sce, He said, * Don't do 50, it will be
more thaa I can bear.” T told him it would ba important
in the event of his death, on which he consented. Tie four
prisonars.wore then takenup two by two. He looked ot
cach of them, and after they were removed ho made o stats-

;nont to me, which I tool down in writing, and is as fol-
OWS e

oS y Geesge Cooper, Richard Roberts, and Thomaz
Guwillinn, whom T hovo just soen, cre the four men who nmanited and
beat me st Saturdsy nizht, I watehod them loave the Spssch-honse
sbaut 21 that night., “Thay wens along the road totands tha Faney pis,
Ialteroards saw thooe of them near o leading ino o rmall ficdd
pexr the Specelthousm, I went 4 them. T met George Coopor & short,
distanos from the gate. Y asked héim whas they wer dolu'.'\;‘.hcm. Ho
repliod, (b was no odds to me. I told him A chouid search him. e
tugn shruck mo with anticl, I sirusk him on the head with ataff,
One of thewm called for the forrth ioan, who eptme.  They all fell upon
me,  Roberts strack re s heavy Blow on the head with pestick, X fell
down, They then kicked e about the hewdl aad {ace whea X was

down, I huacams insnsble, and kuer nothing efter 8 X wasasthe
Spesch-house on Sundaz,”

After the statement I xaid to Beard, “ Do you think yon
will dic® He said, “I am very ill, but 1 hope T shall
live.”  On the apprehension of Thomas Gwilliam there wero
a few small 5pots of blood on the xight lez of the cordurey
trousers then worn by him,

Police.constable Webber, who was in attendance on the
deceased a2t the Speech-house, staied,—On Afonday, the
19th, he scemed to be much worse, I had helped him out
of bed, and on his attemptioz to walk Le put his hands to
hie head, and sald, “1 can't stand this, I shall die,” He
had a discharge of blood from the ear, and he seemed vo.
lieved, A% another time the same day ho 2aid to me, “If
Gruest had come when I called him 1 should not have been
sorved so bad, I don’t think I shall live, and I hopo those
fellows will be hung.” On Tuesday ha said to me, * T shall
notlive ; T wantto ba by mysclf ; leavo the room.” I left
the room but steod at the door, and I thea heard him pray.
On the following day William Guest and I were in the
room, when the same thing again took place,

Police-constable Sollis deposed,~—T a prehended the pri.
goner Georgo Cooper, and charged gu.m with assaulting
Police-sergeant Beard.  He said, “1 have done nothinz, 1
was coming to Coleford ; but some policsmen got themsetves
into moro bother than they would out of being so fuss,”

Police-sergeant Richard Rodway.—Thomas Coover, one
of tho prisoners, was at the second fair at the Speecn-house,
and I and Sergeants Beard and Brown were thero with
others, A sort.of contest s2emed threatenad betweon Fast
and West Dean, and Sergeants Board snd Brown remon-
strated with the people., Thomas Cooper was one of the
particz foremost on the West Dean side, and 1 saw him
with others debating with tho two sergeants beeauss some
one had broken his head. I havo no doubt Thomas
Cooper knew Sergeant Beard., Thomas Cooper mnow
s2ys, “I know Sergeant Beard very well” I have
charge of the prison 24 Liiélo Desn. On Mouday,
August 26, George Cooper scnt for me, and spid, 1
wish fo make a statement as to what has ha pened to
Sergeant Beard.” I told him that whatover he rmizht
gy I must take down in wriling, and take it before the
magisirates. He then said, “Idon't care about that s. X
will tell you particnlars, and how it happened.” He then
said 23 follows :—** On Satnr«lag night, August 17, we went
to the Speech-houso Tnn and had seven or cight pints of
boer. Wehad uvets and dogs with us. I am nob cortain
what time we Iof6 the Spco.c-fx-housc. As socon as we had
the nets “‘tecled’ we put the dogs over aud they ‘ tongued’
a hare. Another man ma down the road before him, then
(lircctl'v upon this Beard camo down, Ho stood oppesite the
farnpiice road.  Richard Robertswas ab the upper gate, and
Tabtho lower, He passed Richard Roberts, e.'na I went
round the corner of the hedge. He had eaugat hold of
Thomas Gwilliam, and I went and told Lim to locse. Hodid
rot say anything for & bit. He put his hand in his coat

pocket and took hold of his stick and struclkme on the arm 3
| then X cat him two or threo times with the stick : then aftor
| he hit me on the head and knocked muv down 3 he stuoned

mo for a minute or two. When I got up lie was down,
Thomas Gwillism and my brother were together ; Richard
Roberts never touched Lim, and I don’t thinlk that Thomas
Guwillivadid. I was behind the hedse 3 it was by there he
was found ; it was dark bebweon the trees and the hedge”
On Friday, the 27thof Aungust, while in the airiug-lyard,
Thomas Gwilliam asked me when poor Beard would be
buried. Isaid, “To-morrow,” He then said, “* We did

| not intend to killhim, Tt isa very bad job, T never lonched

him mysolf” T then told himn that whiatever he might say
to me I must take it down in writing, aud Iay it befora tho
magistrates. He then made a statement, which the officer
gavo in cvidence, aud whieh was similar in effect to that
made by the prizoner when before the coroner,

The examination lasted about ninehours.

Carrone oF Comvzns.—Two men engaged in
making conaterfeit coin wero apprehended in a houszo in the
Leylands, Leeds, yesterday moraing, - Some base coin, two
moulds (one for halferowns, and the other for florius), s

t:

£ plaster of Paris, a galvanic battery, and other
%ﬁiﬁm‘& in the raanufnc of spurious coin were

| found in the -house, together with a quantity of molten

metal. Tho prisoners were taken beforo tho magistrates,
and mmandmf-



Note
Sent to us by Michael Gwilliam

Newspaper cuttings, one is Western Daily Press and the other is The Times.

Thomas Gwilliam together with Thomas Sent to us by Michael Gwilliam

Newspaper cuttings, one is Western Daily Press and the other is The Times.

Thomas Gwilliam together with Thomas Cooper, George Coper and Richard Roberts were found Guilty of Manslaughter in 1861 and each were sentenced to 15 years penal servitude.
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WINTER ASSIZES.
—~ !
OXFORD CIRCUIT,
GLOOCESTER, Do, 4. :
Gec (quog. A[ril.lruszice WILLES.)
_"Georgo  Cooper, collier, Thomas Cooper, 29, colliaw
Richard Roberts, 34, collier, and Thoma.spcerwillizm, 0,
quarryman, wero charged with the wilfel murder of
Bamuel Beard, on the 17:h of Aungust, at West Dean.
 Mr, Cripps and Mr, J. J. Powell conducted the prosecu-
tion; Mr. W. H. Cooke defended George and Thomas
Cooper and Thomas Gwilliam ; and Mr, G, S. GrifGths and
- Xr. Gilmore Bvans defended the other prisoner, Richard

Tho chargo azainst the prisoners ab tho bar was one of
murder, and arcse out of an attempt mado by the |
unfortunate doea_ased, who was o superintendent of police,
% arrest the prisonsrs while engszed in the act of night
posching, An affray took place, in the coarss of which $he
prisoners, or somo of them, attacked the deccased, and beas
him while wponthe ground, and left him kalf dead. Afier
lying several hours in the forest in & siate of insensibil -
tho deccased was found and earried to a neighbouring
pnbhchonse,.where he died in aboutaweek, It appeared
from tho evidenco of & farmer named Guest, that on the
night of Saturday, tho 17th of August last, he engaged
tho services of the deceased man 4o walch for soma me
not tho priconors, who he apprehended were about to
#ome of his sheep which ware feeding on a common. 'The
$wo men econcealed themselves near the Speech-house pablic.
house, where the foar Drisoners and several other men were,
and ababout half-past 10 o’elock four wmen came out, bat
one of them went back aboat a dog, and then all foar men
' Wens down tho road towards Moscloy-green. Guest told tho
*#uperintendent that they were not the men he was to look
after. The superintendent had not his policeman's elothes
on. The superintendent said that if the men wero aféar the
theep they ]tho watchers) would have s good hiding, but
they must’ dio a good colour. Tho farmer then left the
dmfcnnbcndcnt, and followed the men down the road, In
8 1ew yards ho cawe to n?hwhero thore was a man with a
'dog, and alit4le further on he saw three more men by agata,
Guest wont on the road, and in about ten minutes ho ro-
and Leard some ove eall oub “Tom® and * Dick”
He then heard tho sound of blows coming from a fpot
where the superintendent was aftorwards found lying.
Thero was then silenco for s fow minutes, and presaatly
Guest saw four men coming from & feld bayond the gate
Fhere ho had beforoscen the three men. The went away
the Speech-louse, and the farmer went in search of
the saperintendent, but Lo did not find him 1l about half.
Past 4 in the morning, Ho then found him Iyingz on the
g&m in the forest, at a distanco of about ctgﬁt yards
m & gato in the field from which tho farmer saw the
four moen coming. A net was set on the forest side of tho
hedge, and thore vonld be little doubt, from the nets, &e.,
which were found upon the spot, that the men were en.
fzged in night ponching. When the superintendent was
ound he was lying upon the groun inaem;ible,h and
was suffering from the effccts of blows upon his he
which had caused blood to flow from his mouth an
ear. Several of his tecth were knocked ont and his left
temparal bone was fractared, which fracture, the sargeon
said had caused his death, Assistanes weas ultimately
'obtained at daylight, but the deceased was =o depressed
that ke begged o bs allowed o lie there and die. Ho
waa, however, carried to tho Speech-housa, and medieal
aesistance was obtained, but be died on the following Satar-
day, In order to identify tho men, who had gono down the
xoad, evidonca was given that all four prisoners left the
Speech-house together, and one of them came back for a
dog, 20d then followed the other threo, There was, how-
ever, 1o doubtﬁnpon the statements mabsequently mada by
tho ners thomselves, that uxe{hwere *he parties who
a engmzed in the affray with the policeman, Byi-
dence was given that when the prisoners left the Speech-
hionse ene of them had a steal rasp, or file, about 14 inches
long snd one inch and a balf in width, with which it was
sugpested the injuries upon the mouth and teeth of the de.
ccazed were inflicted. ¢ instrument, however, was not |
brought out by the prisoners, but was given to them at the
Speech-house to maske a chisel of, The main point of
slo daring the trial wasas to the admissibility of two
dying doclarations made by the deccased. The surgeon said
that gn.vvions to tho making of the first deelaration on Sun-
gay, he 18th of Avngust, he asked the deccased whether
e

did not consider he was in great dan to
betber than inor’m

which he roplied that he was
the morning, and hoped he should recover 5 but, on
examinafion by tho leerned judge, the on said that
when he first saw the deceased he complained much of his
head, aud exclaimed frequently that he should dio. The
witness subsequently stated, on cross-examination, that he
attached little unportance to such exclamations ; but ho ad-
mitted, when azain questioned by the learned judge, that he
told the decensed he was in great daoger in the moat distinct
Inanner, and he bad no doubt the deceased heard and par-
fectly understood him. The depesition was then taken, and
mddovt(zr tothe deccased, who appeared clearly to under-
etand i
Alr, Justice WILLES said he should receive the declara-
tion, upon the ground that ko thought the deceased made
the declaration when he believed his death was impending.
The declaration was read as follows :—
+ Last night, the 17th of Angust inst., at about 11 o’clocé:{
I left the Speech-house, Iwns in tho township of W,
in company with William Guest, to wateh his shee
which he informed me ho cted wonld be stolen. On
Esaing(tho furthest field belonging to the inn, towards
ittle Karsley, sn open part of Dean Forest, I maw
round by thoe gate four men, who I thought, were geb-
ting nels for game, and I went towards three of them who
were soé;etber. The fourth I pazsed by, The three men
were Thomas Cooper, otherwizo Crow, of Berry-hill, and his
brother George Cooper, and Richard Roberts, of Shortztand-
ing. The fourth man, named Gwilliam, lives in the
same neighbourhood, of Berry-hill. The throe men first
named attacked me, Richard Roberts hit mo down with o
stick, and they all fell on me whoo I was down and Jicked
me on the head. [ oalled for Guest atthe first to come to
me, but I was down before he came, I know not what ha
pencd until I was carried into tha Specch-house Inn in the
morning, I feel better than I wasin the morning, but I
still fce? that my lifeis in great danger.
* % {The mark of Samuel Beard.)”

Evidence was fiven that the four prisoners ware taken
into custody, nnd on the Monday they were taken into the
presence of the deceased, who looked ab them and after-
wards made & second declaration, which the learned J udaze
said ho thought was not mimissible ; butas no objection was
made it was read as follows :— ¢

** Thamas Coaper, George Cooper, Richard Roberls, and
Thomas Gwillian:, whom { have just seen, are the four men
who assauited me and beat me last Saturday night, I
watched them leave the Speech-house abont 11 o'clock that
night, They went aloog the road towards the Faney Pit.
I afterwards eaw three of them pear s gate leading into a
small field near the Speechi-honse. X went to them. I met
George Cooper & short distauce from the gate. I asked him
what they wore doing there. e said it was no odds to me.
I told him X should scarch him. He then struck mo with a
stick. Istruck him on the head with my staf, Opo of
them called for the fourth man, who came. They all fell
upon me. Roberts struck me o heavy blow on the head with
astick. Ifelldown, They then kicked mo about the head
and face when 1 was down, I became inzensible, and knew
nothing after ti1T was at the Speech-house on Sunday,

“ x (The mark of Samuel Beard),
WL TAYLOR, Superintendent.”

After the prisoners were placed in msbod&-, they wero kept
in separate calls, and no ono was allowed fo communicate
with them, not even their legal adviser. AlL the prisoners,
except Thomas Cooper, m%mquent ¥ made statements,
which were taken down in writing, and the statements made
by George Cooper and Thomas Gwilliam were now read in
evidence, but they were contradicted by the declarations of
the decaased. ; y

Mr. Cooxe addrezsed tha jury for the three prisovers
Georgeand Thomas Cooper and Thomas Gwilliam, aad con-
tended that $ho offenco which the prisoners had committed
emounted only to the erime of manslaughter.

Mr. GrrFrrTis also addressed the jury for Roberis, and
eontended that he had nothing whatover to do with the ;
sifray. |

m{ Justice WILLES summed up the evidenca with zreat |
eare, expressing his own opinion tb_at the jury could hardly
coaviet rhc prisoners, upon that evidence, of wilful murder, |

but leaving it to the iury to say whether or nos the pri-
soners had not unlawfully caused tho death of the do- |

ceanod,

The jury found all the prisoners Guilty of manslaughter
recommending Roberts to merey on aecount of his wife an
family.

Mr) Justice WILLYS, in passing seatence, said the de- |
ceased mao had been set upon by the prisoneps in the most
cruel and dastardly mavaer, and beaten to death, Nobwith-
staading the recommendation of tho j in favour of
Raberts, his Lovdahip =aid he could notmoke any distine-
tion in their sentences, thoughx if ha should sco reason to
alter his opinion, bie would tako care o express it in the
proper qux&gcr. His Lordship then seatonced cash of the
prisoners to 15 years' penal servitude, K

The prisoners were then vemoved from the dosk amid the
:0ans and cries of their relatives who were in court.




