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You can imagine this tough old man
of 79 sitiing and looking you straight
in the eye as he teils his story. it is
a story wilh nd flonrisies, no pretes-
sions and no heroies, yel it is toid
confidently as though the subject
knows his worih as a miner and his
status in the Forest, 1L is ponciuated
by o fean forward, o Uy & nod and a
sort of half wink as a secondary mean-
ing is indicated, and is accompanied
by & smile to indicate incredulity
that anyone should want to listen
seriously to the story of a miner's life,

Here it is as it was told: “T was borh
al St. Briavels in 1871 on the first day
of September. My father was working
at Trafatyar Colliory at the time—my
grandfather had been 2 placksmith.
I ipve at Upper Lydurook, but I've fived
about these parts practieally all my
life, 1've never had mueh iliness ot
nothing wrong, ses; abways enjoyed
peod health,

EARLY MEMORIES

“7 pan remember serubbing my Jittie
Lehing down that bank when 1 was
tweo vears old. 1 got very deyilish a5 a
schoothoy, and used o get the cane
for going oft birds' nesting instead of
going to school. We used to go oll w
the Forest; we had the ran ui it then,
But 1 was a very good all-round hand-
writer al school, znd fpday V'm a8
zood a speller as anyone in the Forest.

“fn those days you ieft school when
you passed the fuil standard of pro-
ficiency. T Jeft when T was 10 years

11 months old, and went 10 work in
{he Forest gathering cordwood for

making eharceal at the distillery.
“Well, we were allowed to g0 fo Lhe
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JORDAN

Arthur and Edward Celliery
Lydbrook

(Renvinted by courtesy of the Editor
of “Conl”, the N.C.B. magazine)

colliery when we were 12 ¥ went four
days after T was 12, on September 5,
1883, and Ul tell you something now.
I've oniy drawn five weeks' compensa-
tien in my life, and today I'm feeling
as fit as a fiddle, thank God.

“My first job was as a deor boy at
Trafalgar pit. This lasted ene and 3
half years perhaps. Then for five
years 1 wis on Noduing- peing o
box of coal from the face to the tra
and back—and at 19 1 took on con-
tract work. I married a Lydbrook girl
in 1903, I bred a family up of eighi—
three sons and five danghters—they’ve

all married now. Two sons are depu-

ties at Cannop Colliery; the third son
works here on the new development.
“rhings got pretty slack at the be-
ginming of the century and chaps
galore went from here (o Wales. In
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-idge Motor-Cyclist|
in City Crash |

N accigent in which a4 Forest of Dean motor-cyelist was in-

~jured had a seguel at Gloucester City Magistrates’ Court

{ Friday, when Charles H. Pin ‘
umaris, Anglesey, N. Wales, was fined 30s., plus £2 3s. 8d. costs,
having driven his ear without due care and attention in West-

Street, Gloucester, on July 26.

P. D. Clarke represented Pinder,
imitted the offence,

7 ACROSS HIS PATH
fef Inspecter H. J. Price

m. John Norman S<~~far,
Ypr &f Pv*

der,

his intention was to twn to the right
te reach the Bristol
atreet.
nalled his intention, and slowed Jown.
ing the cese for the prosecu-|He had almost passed the white line
said | when the motor-cyele and his car Co-f
ided. He did not see the motor-cyice
il a second before the collision.

of Brynelwys, Llandona,

Road, via Quay
He put his hand out and 5e-

Marke. addressing the court n
SRS client
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PIT PROFILE

(by H. A. FREETH)

WILLIAM HENRY
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PAGE THREE

about 1906 1 walked fo Wales and
worked in the Rhondda Valiey, until
there was o sirike in 1908, so I re-
turned to Trafalar pit, The manager
at this pit, called Waterloo then,
asked me to come and work here. I
was the fifth man to have a place. I've
worked under every manager the pit
has had  The present two are good
supervising  genUemen: they've got
the best knowledge of mining in the
Forest. _ »
“atusic has been my hobby. I did 36
years' handing. First the cornef, I
chucked that up for the tenor horn:
then | was on the bass drum in the
Trafulgar band, which became the
Avthur and Edward band. It's broken
up now. We used to have 14—20
plavers and practised at the Crown
Inn 1 love a bit of banding and a bit
of singing now.

“1 live on top of Worrall Hill with 2
married daughter. 've a number of

grandchildren. Let me 00!3!! ',m'::

Twenty-two  in ali—and one
Erandchild.” ‘ :
8o PMr. Jordan finishes his autebio-

graphy—from his own birth to that of

his® great-grandohild, nearly 80 years
of Thistory. Just how tough he has
Deen in that time you can tell by the

fact that when he was 65 he had to go

to hospila! one morning to have

“nonsense bumps” removed from his

head: he went to work at might as
usual! There is a story, which he will
nst dwell upon, of hss having carrfed

his brother unaided svo miles under-

ground after an accident.
The only time he has heen seen to

shed a tear was on Ross station dur-

ing the Greal War, when one of his
hoys was going haok,
The “boy”, incideutally, 0. B, Jor-

dan, won the Medaille Militaire and

wits recenily invited to a banguet in
%ondnn to meel the President of
iRy

Berry Hill
Wedding

HE wedding took place at Lydney
Registry Office on Saturday of

Miss Enid Rose May Watkins, eldest
daughter of Mr. and Mrs J. H. ~
kins, of Pentwyn, Crow Ash,
Hill, and Ronald Heary, ffth

Mrs, ang the late Mr. Reg Bow’

i 14, Coverham Villas, Berry Hill

The bride, who was given aw
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father, wore a powder bh

with navy accessorie

tien was heid
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Sent to us by Jenny Kirby

Forest of Dean Family History
http://www.forest-of-dean.net/


