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When we published the photograph of the Littledean cottages known locally as ‘Ships Yud Row’ submitted by postcard collector Roy Close we
expected little response. It was thought to be around 100 years old. However Roy has been given the identities of three members of the group
including, on the left, none other than Fl]vn Hayward, the woman who became famous as ‘the wise woman of Cinderford” and the last woman in
lmglaml to be charged with witcheraft. Bob Smyth investigates.

ossibly the last
GASe  case -
volving witch-

eraft in the UK
occurred at  Little-
dean’s  magistrates

court 100 years ago.
The accused was an
elderly widow, Ellen
Hayward, 68, livinp
pear Cinderford’s St
Tohn's Church,

she was  widely
known as Old Ellen, and
famed as a healer and
CRISE L OWOMEnTT A
herbalist, she uwsed
potions o care ailments
and dress seres - of ani-
mals as well as human
beings.

ahe was 8 phrepaloe-
gist - offenng  advice
bazed on her “readings™
ol & person’s head — but
didn't engage in palm-
reading or fortune
telling. MNor did she
charge set fees, but
accepied what safisfied
customers offered,

Ieevitably there were
occasional onsatisfied
customers, John Mark-
ey, a farmer from May
Hill whe had £50 taken
from o drawer, visiled
Ellen an May 195 (o
gee i she conld gsgisy

She thought he was ill,
and advised ham woogo
home  dind - rest. . She
declined the 5 shillings
he prodfered.

UWithin o a  week ol
Markey's visit three of
his family became vio:
lently imsane.” writes
. Brown in an artcle

in a 1954 Conntryman
magazine,

“A danghter and prand-
dmghter  were: taken

away, onc o Gloucester
Asyvium and the Other o

MNewenl Workhouse Hos-
pital.”™

Markey's wife disap-
peared.  There  wers
scarches for her i the
surtounding  woodlands
over the weekend, but
she reappeared on the
Monday., Dishevelled
and holding o hazel
stick. she explained it
wias to ward off witches,

Her som George, from
Blakeney, . had been
among those looking for
her: The stram was such
that he became violent —
and an the course of a
struggie impaled his eve
on a spike.

“Bootless and hatless
he ram away, bot be was
later detained by the
police.” Brown contin-
e, “The next morming
he was certified insang.”

Mewspapers reported
these poings-on, which
added to the ramour
mefl. May Hill and
Huntley  villagers went
around with hazel twips
a% a4 precaution, and il
was - aleged that Ellen
had’ shown Markey the
face of one of his rela-
fves i erystal bl

Almost incredibly, the
maticr Wias even mised
in Parcliament.

*The Home Sccretary
was asked m the House
of - Commons - whether
hiz attention ‘had’ becn
called 1o the praciice of
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eLittledean jail ... where Eflen Hu_}rwurﬂ mccersﬁ!{y dsfended fter name against the witch-

craft charge.
wilchcraft at May Hill
and other parts of Glou-
gestershire and, in view
of the alarm in the focal-
iy, what action woold
be taken by the authori-
ties to suppress witch-
craft.” Brown repons,

The reply was that
inguiries had - been
made, and if there was
sulhwcient evidence, pro-
ceedings would  be
taken.

Ellen wrote {or had a
fricnd wrile) a digrilied
fetier b the Degie Forest
Merury: T am widely
Enowrr thraughowt Glau
cestershire and the sur-
rounding couniey and [
wish o emphatically
demy tht Foama WECH

(s crelly calfed by the
press) aor am I foriune
teller o Ind redder.

1 e #.rtfmﬂh’dge
af such papgan ideas. |
Feive He power or ability
to Bewitch amyvone Rer
do I believe in any such
tng, I have g krowd-
edge af phrenology bl
Jrom thes gef no portion
af my living,

*“f make no charge bt
feave 1f entirely to those
whier have required my
yervices oogive mé as
they please. & have the

Rappy consciousress of

knowing [ have been
afle fo render good (o
maeny taindreds, ™

She ok the oppogtu-
ity o make a plez for

cash, however: “T am
siffering from a cruel
attack made ypon i by
the press which has
incapacitated me from
earning my living, {dnd]
ter fierely appeal to the
sympiithetic: pullic “for
thelr kind consideration
cindd help. Any smalfl sub-
seviprion. will be niosi
tharkfdly received and
acknowledped.”

She was still in busi-
ness nevertheloss, bhas
cause in September she
was visded by James
Davis, 66, from Paunt-
Iey near Ledbury. He
wits: A hurdlemiaker
(fence-maker) and
smallholder;

He ‘had bought a prg

which  had  become
poorly, He thought
someone had charmed it
for spite, and a travel-
ling woman  confirined
fis Suspciens,

He said the pig,
u:g-._iher with two other
pigs ‘and a couple of
cows which had fallen
il carlier; had been
charmed by o local
wonan called Amos,

Bravis wrote to Ellen
explaining ‘his - problem
and enclosmg 26d. He

Hiter went in person,
Ellen: mdvised him o
walt antil  the o moon
changed.

He handed over & Tur-
ther 5&, which produced
more advice, Returming

hoine. he found the pig
did indeed get betier.

He on the other hand
fell sick, and: in- Dec-
ember travelled for
anather consoltation.
She diagnosed” Ao and
told him 1o sty indoors
until February, He
offered a punea for her
pains, bul she saad 1
wis bod mich,

In February he got the
notion that the Aimos
lady had paid Ellen to
pul a spell-on hun, He
went t0 confront her,
threatening that if she
didn’t 11t the curse he
would complain 1o the
authorities,

She sighed that this
was jooking like # re-
rign of the Markey aflair,
Davis offersd her 26d
1o hex the Amos family
— which Ellen naturally
declined,

Three mopths later, in
May 1906, she was
arraigned at the Little-
dean court. The charge
was “Thal between the
Xth November 1905
and Ist March 1906 at
Cinderford  she unlaw-
fally did cerlain crafl or
mneans of device, o wit
by pretended witcheraft
deceive and. Impose on
pne of - HM subjects, 1o
wit one James Davig."”

She pleaded not guilty,
and somehow Conduct-
e b own delence, The
police  sérgeant  who
interviewed her read ont
her ststement.

“F have been i 12
weeks o gnell Carnor
remember  any men

The last woman in England to
be charged with witchcraft

coming o ome from
Redmarley or Paundey.
Numibers of people have
been io xec me for dif-
ferent complaints - and
Brought me money

T have given advice
Jor the trecitment OF pigs,
cows and horses. [ el
them what 1o do and
thev pui at down on
paapen 4 have been-very
coubions in my advice
since Markevs affair”

In evidence she apreed
she conld recall Davis’s
bast visil.

she had told him that
no one could put a spell
on him or his pigs,
Brown  summarises,
“There had been ioth-
ing in the cup of tea she
gave Davis™

she was laler support-
ed by a lange number of
character wiltess 1esli-
monmies in the form of:
letters to the coart,. cii-
ing - instances. of her
goid works. The magis-
trates. threw oul the
charge.

A letter in the Mercury
the [ollowing week,
profesting &l “this
haumting of 4 poor and
mapm,mhle Gl - wiom-

" proposed some son
uf mh%upimn for Ellen
o compensaic her for
the persecotion. Noth-
ing appears to have
come of this.

When she died in
1912, however. she was
not forgotten, Her b
in the 5t Iohn’s church-
yard reads: "Erecled by
her friends in loving
MmOy,



